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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, and in 
accordance with the provisions in the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure §§ 609 and 
707.05(b), enclosed is FORM PTO-1449 listing the references that are known to applicant. A 
copy of the listed references is enclosed except as to those references which are listed as "on 
order" which will be forwarded as soon as they are received. Also enclosed is a copy of the 
International Search Report. This filing is timely because it is made during one of the periods 
described in 37 CFR § 1.97(b). 

It is respectfully requested that the listed references be considered in the examination of 
this application and identified on the list of references cited on the patent issuing for this 
application. Applicant also requests that an initialed copy of FORM PTO-1449 be entered in the 
application file and returned to applicant with the next communication from the Office in 
accordance with MPEP § 609. 
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Applicant brings the references listed below and on the attached Form PTO-1449 to the 
examiner's attention. 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. Do not construe the filing of this information disclosure 
statement as a representation that applicant has made a search (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g)), or as an 
admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no 
other material information exists. 

We request that the examiner show that he or she considered the cited references by 
returning a copy of the attached form PTO-1449 with initials or other appropriate marks, and that 
the examiner make the references of record as cited references in the application. 
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Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article, title of the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, 
symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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